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Destruction 



Haute Chevauchée 
Argonne Wood 

 



Verdun--Douaumont Ossuary 
16,142 French war graves 
 
within the ossuary,  
remains of 130,000  
unidentified French  
and German soldiers 



Tyne Cot Cemetery and Memorial to the Missing--Passchendaele, Belgium 
Missing memorialized:  34,959.  Graves:  11,954, of  which 8,367 are unnamed  



Vladslo German Military Cemetery, 
Diksmuide, Belgium 

Käthe Kollwitz, “Mourning Parents,” self-portrait, near her son’s grave 

26,644 German soldiers buried here 



Turkish 57th Div. Cemetery 
and Memorial, Gallipoli 

the Alçıtepe  
Mass Grave,  
Gallipoli"

Two of Many Turkish War Cemeteries  
at Gallipoli 



Montfaucon American Military Cemetery, Meuse-
Argonne Sector, France 

14,246 graves 
 



Portuguese troops 

VAD nurses 
Indian troops on the WF Choctaws in France 

A Russian regiment 

Chinese labor battalion 

Jocks in the trenches 

a world at war 



War rages still:  conflicts after the “silence 
of the guns” 
1916-24 US war of invasion, Domin. Rep. 
1917-21 Ukrainian War of Independence 
1918-21  Russian Civil War 

1918-22 Armenian-Azerbaijani wars 

1918-1919 Polish Ukrainian War 

1919  Third Anglo Afghan War 

1919 Germans and locals vs. Bolsheviks in 
the Baltic states 

1919-20  Polish “uprisings” in Upper 
Silesia 

1919-22 Turkish War of Independence 
(vs. Greece and France) 

1919 Civil war and Allied intervention 
against Coms. in Hungary 

1919-21 Polish-Soviet War (100,000 
combined dead) 

 







  

 
1920 Franco-Syrian War 
1920 Polish-Lithuanian War 

1920 Vlora War (Italy vs. Albania= 
combined 6000 dead) 

1920-26 Rif War (France and Spain 
vs. Rif Republic) 

1920 Beginning of Chinese civ. wars 

1921 Paramilitary war--Poles vs. 
Germans in Upper Silesia 

1921-22 Finnish-Soviet War 

1922-23 Irish Civil War 

1924-25 Saudi conquest of Hejaz 

1925 Sino-Soviet conflict 
1926-29 War of Cristero Uprising 

(Mexico)(90.000 dead) 
 



The Violence of Inflation 
Chris Becker, an economist with ETM Analytics, Johannesburg 

In a 2013 study, South African Becker studied 
the connections between violence and inflation:  
he concluded that inflation absolutely causes 
violence. "There may be legitimate political 
grievances, but the trigger for social conflict 
appears to be inflation. The poor see their 
meagre incomes being eaten by rising costs of 
basic essentials, and this very quickly leads to 
the kind of violence we have seen in Sasolburg, 
Marikana and the Western Cape farm strikes.” 

http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2013/02/11/proof-that-high-inflation-leads-to-more-public-violence 



The German �
Hyperinflation 

•  The German inflation started a year or 
two before the war, climbing steadily.   

•  The wartime government relied on 
inflation as a major means of financing 
the war. 

•  With the collapse of the war front, the 
Weimar governments continued and 
increased their resort to inflation for 
paying bills in an expanding array of 
social services introduced in 1919. 

•  Some evidence points to the German 
early Weimar governments feeding 
the fires of inflation--with the intention 
of burning the village to save it. 



Rudolf Havenstein, 
Head of the Reichsbank, 

1908-1923 
•  “…the impulse to monetary depreciation has 

always come from abroad” 
•  Denied the “so-called inflation” 
•  Prof. Wolf in support (1922):  “In proportion to 

the need, less money circulates now than 
before the war…. The circulation is now 15-20 
times that of pre-war days, whilst prices have 
risen 40-50 times.” 



A single indicator 



Note Paper, 1922: 



Manners and 
Morals 

•  Weimar Republic as 
demoralized society. 

•  Justice and Inflation. 

•  See Otto Friedrich, Before 
the Deluge: A Portrait of 
Berlin in the 1920s 



Crisis, 1923 

 
  

•  Allies occupy Ruhr region in January 
•  German government calls for passive resistance 

•  130 civilians killed in the resistance 

•  In Sept., the new Stresemann cabinet declares a national state of 
emergency, but calls for end to passive resistance (infuriating the 

nationalist parties) 
• In Saxony (Oct.), Reich intervenes 
to remove Communist/Socialist 
state government 
• In Hamburg, Communists try to 
seize power--uprising supressed 
after 2 days (late Oct.) 
• Separate Rhein Republic also 
proclaimed in October 
• Hitler Putsch (Beer Hall Putsch) 
failed in November 
 



Hjalmar Horace 
Greeley Schacht 

•  Currency commissioner in Rentenmark plan 
•  Thereafter appointed as head of 

Reichsbank 
•  Became Nazi supporter in early thirties and 

helped form the economic policy of the Nazi 
Regime, until he resigned as Minister of 
Economics in 1937 



Stabilization, Oct 1923-June 
1924 

•  23 Nov 23--Paper mark “stabilized” at 4.2 
trillion marks to $1 (1trillion M /1 gold M) 

•  Also, Rentenmark (trans. “security mark” or 
“loan mark”) issued by Rentenbank, which 
mortgaged land and industrial goods worth 
3.2 billion marks in the new currency as 
backing. 

•  30 Aug 24--New currrency, the “Reichsmark” 
established. 



Too Late! 
From the famous 
Munich humor and 
satire magazine, 
Simplicissimus, 29 
Oct. 1923 

Above the graphic: 
“The new currency is coming” 

Below:  “too late.” 



Reichsmark! 

•  Coin Law of 30 August 1924 
established Reichsmark (RM) at one 
RM to one Rentenmark (@ $ .21) 

•  A fictitious gold reserve legally assigned 
to the RM, but exchange of notes for 
gold was rendered illegal. 



The violence of ethnic 
cleansing 



Border changes + nationalism = ethnic cleansing 
•  all the new states were 

products of hyper-
nationalist thinking.the 
new states favored by  

•  the winners received 
generous lands from 
the defeated. 

•  hence, they had even 
larger minorities of 
neighboring ethnic 
groups. 

•  the new Poland was 
only 49% ethnic Polish. 

•  Germany was 
truncated, with 
substantial chunks 
sheared off. 

•  the new “Czecho-
Slovakia”... well, take 
a look.... 



 Czechs (51%), Germans (22%), Slovaks (16%), Hungarians (5%) and Rusyns (4%). 



Middle Eastern border 
changes 

  We’ll talk about these in later classes, but 
see the excellent recent article: 

 
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/

world-war-i-led-to-a-century-of-violence-
in-the-middle-east-a-946052.html 



The violence of the 
Bolsheviks • Solzhenitsyn, The 

GuLag Archipelago
• Stephane 

Courteois et al., 
The Black Book of 
Communism

• Robert Gellately, 
Lenin, Stalin, and 
Hitler

• James Ryan, 
Lenin’s Terror

• and many others... 

 
•  100 million killed outright, 

give or take
•  vast ethnic cleansing
•  killing of hostages/prisoners
•  torture
• mass starvation
• mass rape (Germany 1945, 

but also Poland, Hungary, 
Romania, etc., including 
Russian women liberated 
from concentration camps) 



The violence of the Bolsheviks, 
cont. 

• Terror and Provocation
•  Provocation:  to start violence, 

enhance hatred, get your own side to 
react to the victims of the other side, 
carry out a “provocation.”  Hence the 
term, agent provocateur.

• Of course this principle is used in 
modern times by most states, but the 
Tsarist secret police explored it in 
the 1890s, the Bolsheviks 
incorporated it into continual 
practice even before WWI.   



  “The real significance of 
the Lenin revolution is 
to be seen in the fact 
that it was the bursting 
forth of the principle of 
unrestricted violence 
and oppression. It was 
the negation of all the 
political ideals that had 
for three thousand 
years guided the 
evolution of Western 
civilization.” 
  

        

Mises, Planned Chaos 

Nevskii Prospekt, Petrograd, 1917 



The violence of hyper-
national socialists 

•  NSDAP, founded 
1919, Munich 

•  Fascist movement, 
founded 1919 Milan 

•  Spanish Falange, 
1933 

•  Lebanon Phalange, 
1936 



...meanwhile, back in 
Germany... 

• Hitler takes over the tiny German Workers 
Party (DAP) 1919 (converting it to 
NSDAP) 

• Hitler tries to take over Bavarian 
government, Nov. 1923 

•  In “prison,” Hitler writes Mein Kampf. 
• While in prison, Hitler puts the crackpot 
“intellectual” Alfred Rosenberg in charge. 



Nazi 
Electoral 

Strategies 

•  Agrarian Plan 1925 to 1928 

•  Urban Plan 1929 to 1933 

•  Fully engaged party members 
 
 
 
 



Not to mention the new 
dictatorships of the mid-

twenties 
 

Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Spain, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Hungary, 

etc. etc.  



Mises, violence, and civilization 

   “I knew what was at stake. In a 
few days Bolshe- vism in 
Vienna would have created 
starvation and ter- ror. 
Plundering hordes would soon 
have roamed the streets of 
Vienna and, in a second blood 
bath, would have destroyed 
the remnants of Viennese 
culture and civilization.”   

Mises Notes and Recollections 

   “It cannot be denied that 
fascism and similar movements 
aiming at the establishment of 
dictatorships are full of the 
best inten- tions and that their 
intervention has, for the 
moment, saved European 
civilization. The merit that 
fascism has thereby won for 
itself will live on eternally in 
history. But though its policy 
has brought salvation for the 
moment, it is not the kind 
which could promise continued 
success.  

Mises, Liberalism 



Property, Liberty, Violence 
    “But it [Government] is the opposite of liberty. It is 

beating, imprisoning, hanging. Whatever a government 
does it is ultimately supported by the actions of armed 
constables. If the government operates a school or a 
hospital, the funds required are collected by taxes, i.e., 
by payments exacted from the citizens.”   

     

 
 Mises, Liberty and Property 



As a final point, in 
light of all the 

violence, 
totalitarianism, 

inflationary plunder, 
and all the rest... 



The Individual Survived 






